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Frailty, thy name is not necessarily woman.  
  
Two of Emerson College’s student theatre groups are coming together to produce an all-female 
production of Hamlet, directed by Nicole Ledoux, as the finale of Emerson Shakespeare Society’s 
and Mercutio Troupe’s Spring 2017 seasons. This partnership with EmShakes marks a return to 
Mercutio’s roots, as the organization was originally founded in 1972 as an all-female 
Shakespeare ensemble, though they now identify as a “collective of theatre artists” who work in 
repertory. Collaborating with Emerson Shakespeare Society (Emerson’s only student-run 
classical theatre company) on this project will foster both EmShakes’ desire to bring innovation 
to classical texts and Mercutio Troupe’s mission to spark “new and daring conversations in the 
Emerson community”.  
  
Hamlet is one of Shakespeare’s best-known tragedies, and follows the indecisive prince of 
Denmark as he seeks to avenge his father’s death. This production, helmed by Nicole Ledoux (a 
senior BFA Acting student) utilizes a 90-minute version of the script that shifts the focus from 
the war (Prince Fortinbras and his army are noticeably absent from the production, Horatio’s 
“now cracks a noble heart” speech now serving as the closing note), choosing instead to focus on 
the internal politics of Elsinore- the infamous “something rotten in the state of Denmark”.  
  
Ledoux’s vision of an all-female Hamlet sprung from her conviction that something is rotten in 
the state of American politics. “After Hillary lost the election in November, I felt like my voice as 
a woman was taken away from me,” Ledoux explains. “To know that an extremely qualified 
woman could dedicate her entire life to a career in politics and lose to a man with no experience 
was discouraging.”  
  
By bringing women into the spotlight to speak the words of King Claudius, Polonius, Hamlet, 
and others, Ledoux aims to expand and reshape the shallow archetypes women are so often 
placed into. “Women have the capability to be loyal, vengeful, malicious, vulnerable, broken, and 
driven like men have,” she asserts, and she hopes that female actors embodying each of the 
incredibly nuanced characters in Hamlet will emphasize the depth and complexity of modern 
women and the multitudinous roles they embody in politics and society. Ledoux view this 
casting as a way to counter the many sexist stereotypes and roles women were reduced to in the 
media, culture, and conversations surrounding both candidates and civilians in the most recent 
election. As she puts it, “doing Hamlet with an all-female cast is me trying to reclaim the voice I 
lost.”  
  
When Ledoux pitched the show to EmShakes and Mercutio following the 2016 election, she saw 
Hamlet as a cautionary tale in the days before the impending Trump presidency, made more 
poignant now that the show will be performed during his first 100 days. “The reality has been 
flipped upside down and everyone moves on and accepts this new status quo as the norm”, she 
says, referring to the murky death of Hamlet’s father and the ascendance of Claudius to the 
throne. “Hamlet has to find the will to fight for what he knows is good and right in a world that 
simply won’t validate it.” The director hopes audiences, in seeing the disastrous fallout from 
normalizing a political situation that is anything but normal, “will want to speak up, and tell 
cautionary tales like this one so we are not numb [to the situation our country is in]”.  
  
Hamlet runs 14-15 April 2017 in the Cabaret East at Emerson College. Tickets are free.  

 


